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National Register Criterion A / California Register Criterion 1
Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history 
and cultural heritage

National Register Criterion B/ California Register Criterion 2
Is associated with the lives of persons important to our past

National Register Criterion C / California Register Criterion 3
Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of an important creative individual or possesses high artistic value

National Register Criterion D / California Register Criterion 4
Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history

National Register of Historic Places/ California Register of Historical Resources



Policy C-2.1: Historic Resources Strategy
Develop a plan to address historic and cultural resource issues in Morro Bay, which may include conducting and 
updating inventories, exploring certification options, and developing context statements. 

Policy C-2.2: Interagency Cooperation
Work with the Historical Society of Morro Bay and other local groups on historic objectives.

Policy C-2.3: Protection of Cultural Resources: 
Ensure the protection of historic, cultural, and archaeological resources during development, construction, and 
other similar activities. Development shall avoid, to the maximum extent feasible, adversely impacting historic, 
cultural, and/or archaeological resources, and shall include adequate BMPs to address any such resources that 
may be identified during construction, including avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures sufficient to 
allow documentation, preservation, and other forms of mitigation. If the resource(s) in question are of Native 
American origin, develop avoidance or minimization measures in consultation with appropriate Native American 
tribe(s).

Policy C-2.4: Cultural Resources Overlay
Develop a cultural resources overlay to protect historic, cultural, archaeological, and paleontological resources in 
Morro Bay. 

City of Morro Bay General Plan / Certified Environmental Impact Report



Implementation Action C -1
Become a Certified Local Government (CLG) by developing a historic preservation ordinance, establishing a historic 
preservation committee, and maintaining a system to regularly update cultural resources. 

Implementation Action C -2
Conduct inventories of historic and cultural resources in Morro Bay. Update these inventories as needed to ensure 
up-to-date information

Implementation Action C -3
Establish a local register that mimics requirements of the California Register of Historical Resources and the 
 ċƣŔŸŰċũШÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŸŉШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШÂũċĦĲƚЯШĤƨƣШŉŸĦƨƚĲƚШŸŰШũŸĦċũũǃШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШƣőĲůĲƚЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШ~ŸƖƖŸШ7ċǃќƚШũĲŊċĦǃШ
as a fishing village.

Implementation Action C -4
Identify historical themes and develop a historic context statement that is used to identify significant historical 
themes within a community that are often represented in the built environment, such as houses and infrastructure. 

Implementation Action C -5
Require all discretionary proposals within the cultural resources overlay to consider the potential to disturb cultural 
resources. If preliminary reconnaissance suggests that cultural resources may exist, a Phase I cultural resources 
ƚƣƨĬǃШƚőċũũШĤĲШƓĲƖŉŸƖůĲĬШĤǃШċШƕƨċũŔŉŔĲĬШƓƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰċũШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШÉĲĦƖĲƣċƖǃШŸŉШƣőĲШfŰƣĲƖŔŸƖќƚШÂƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰċũШ
Qualification Standard for archaeology and/or architectural history, as appropriate (NPS 1983).

City of Morro Bay General Plan / Certified Environmental Impact Report
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Morro Elementary School Timeline

1936 Refugio Herrera transfers site to Morro Union 
School District

1936-7 Main Building and ancillary building constructed, 
and school opens in January for grades 1-8

1949 Addition on Main Building constructed

1954 ÑƽŸШ9ũċƚƚƖŸŸůШ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚШљ7ƨƣƣĲƖŉũǃШÅŸŸŉШ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚњШ
constructed

1959 Morro Bay High School opens for grade 7-12

1961 Kindergarten Building constructed

2000 Charter School Building constructed 

2001 San Luis Coastal Unified School District closes 
 Morro Elementary School 

1960 Garage constructed

N
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MAIN BUILDING

Å Architect: Louis N. Crawford

Å Year Built: 1936

Å Funding Source: 45% Public Works 
Administration (PWA)

Å Contractor: F.C. Stolte Co., with all labor 

performed by the Works Progress 

Administration (WPA)

Å Construction Type: Wood frame, partial 

basement crawl space

Å Architectural Style: Mission Revival





LOUIS N. CRAWFORD (1890-1946)

Å Santa Maria based architect

Å Notable for designing school and public 
buildings

Å Regionally significant architect 

Å Published in Architect and Engineer of 

California and The Architectural Forum 



LOUIS N. CRAWFORD (1890-1946)

Notable Published Works 

Å San Luis Obispo High School 

Gymnasium

ÅMorro Elementary School

Å Vista Del Mar School

Å Santa Maria City Hall

San Luis Obispo High School Gymnasium, 1936 

(City Landmark)
Morro Elementary School in Morro Bay, 1936

Santa Maria City Hall, 1934 (City Landmark)Vista Del Mar School in Gaviota, 1931



PWA FUNDED SCHOOL PROJECT (1935-1936)

Å Cambria Elementary School

Å Cayucos Elementary School

ÅMorro Elementary School

Å Paso Robles High School Gymnasium 

(Not Extant)
Cambria Elementary School, Louis N. Crawford Cayucos Elementary School, Louis N. Crawford

Morro Elementary School, Louis N. Crawford



MAIN BUILDING 
ADDITION

Å Architect: Harland B. Douglas

Å Year Built: 1949

Å Construction Type: Wood 
frame, concrete slab at grade

Å Architectural Style: Mission 

Revival 

Å Compatible Addition



CLASSROOM BUILDINGS

Å Architect: Frank Wynkoop

Å Year Built: 1954

Å Funding Source: Federal grants and City-
issued bonds

Å Construction Type: Steel frame with glass 

and concrete masonry unit infill, concrete 

slab on grade

Å Architectural Style: Mid-Century Modern 

Å Layout: Finger-plan school design with 

bilateral lighting for classrooms





FRANK WYNKOOP (1902 т 1978)

Å California based architect
Å Offices in Fresno, Bakersfield, San Carlos, 

San Francisco, and Carmel

Å Regionally significant architect

ÅMaster architect in City of Carmel

Å Notable for designing school and public buildings 
with bilateral lighting and radiant floor heating

Å Authored џ ĬƻċŰĦĲƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ ƖƣЮŸŉЮÉĦőŸŸũ-Room 
?ċǃũŔŊőƣŔŰŊѠ in Architectural Record



FRANK WYNKOOP (1902 т 1978)

Notable Schools

ÅMorro Elementary School

Å Lakeside Union Elementary School 

Å Paso Robles Elementary School

Lakeside Elementary School, Bakersfield, 1945

Paso Robles Elementary School, Paso Robles 1945


